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A Center for Global, International Studies is Being Formed in KU’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

More than 50 percent of the University of Kansas (KU) faculty are involved in international work in some form. The Center will help draw together KU’s international strengths, such as language and area studies programs and international research, encourage collaboration and improve available resources. 

Several majors and degree programs will join the center when it opens this summer, such as the co-major in international studies, currently part of the Department of Political Science. A committee comprised of faculty, staff and students is developing a proposal to create a full major in global and international studies. Dean of International Studies, William Tsutsui, said the goal is to develop more interdisciplinary graduate degrees in the future.

While working to reinforce current resources and programs, the center will also provide a road to develop teaching, research and outreach in areas not currently addressed, such as the Middle East and south Asia. Topics of broad international significance such as global health security and migration will be a focus in building new curricular offerings.
The benefits would be noticeable on and off campus. 

In Dean Tsutsui’s words: “For students, it will mean new course and degree options that will make them more competitive for jobs in a global economy and better prepare them for global citizenship in a complex and quickly changing world.”

“For faculty, it will provide a new forum for interdisciplinary dialogue and program-building on a variety of timely topics of global significance. 

For the larger community and the state of Kansas, it will mean improved local resources in world areas of growing economic and strategic importance.”

As an example of interdisciplinary and intercultural dialogue I want to talk about our current “Changing the World: The Meaning of Revolution" Spring Semester, 2009

http://www.crees.ku.edu/revolution/index.shtml
The semester features a rich combination of forums, exhibits, presentations, and courses across KU's four area studies centers. The goal of the semester is to consider the meanings and outcomes of revolution across the societies and cultures of the world. Events and exhibits are open to the KU community and the general public.

"Changing the World: The Meaning of Revolution" is presented by the International Area Studies Centers: the Center for East Asian Studies; the Center of Latin American Studies; the Kansas African Studies Center; the Center for Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies, and the Spencer Museum of Art as part of a year-long program devoted to "protest and revolution."

Our Revolution in Film festival raised the question: “How have protest and revolution been portrayed in the cinema?” Students, faculty and the public could see the ways different cultures have handled this complex question.

Forums

1) "What Does 'Revolution' Mean in Our Time? Society, Science, and the Arts"
Friday, February 27, 2009, 3:00-5:30 p.m. The Commons, Spooner Hall 

This first forum addressed the following question: Over the last century has there been a "paradigm shift" in the meaning of "revolution"? It can be argued that the traditional understanding of revolution as radical social-political change is no longer dominant in our time. 

We think of revolutionary change initiated through organized social and political resistance or violent overthrow of the existing order - which is driven by some utopian vision of an ideal future. 

While "revolution" in the 21st century certainly involves technological innovation, it also involves rethinking and rediscovering how people interact with the environment and religion. In the arts and literature of the latter half of the 20th century, images of change are often playful, parodying rather than confronting. The question of the sources and "springs" of the "new" is always a central concern.  In our "post-" era, coming after the more radical products of the Enlightenment-modernism, communism, colonialism, to name a few-although there is no artistic "avant-garde" in the modernist sense of the word, art continues to disturb, interrogate, challenge the status quo, and move audiences to change how they live. (For the poster, click here.)

2) "Changing the World: Revolutionary Thinking about the Environment"
Thursday, April 16, 2009, 3:00-5:30 p.m., The Commons, Spooner Hall 

(For the poster, click here.)

The second forum addressed the major shifts in environmental thinking. Over the last 200 years the natural environment has played a crucial role in radical social thinking. In the early 21st century, however, it is the endangered environment itself that has forced thinking that is changing how humans live on this planet. This roundtable focuses on these two kinds of interaction: 1) the historical and contemporary ways that revolutionary thinking and social revolution have conceptualized the natural environment; and 2) how the environmental change of the last half century has radically changed our conceptions of our lives.

As a part of the Revolution semester, Vitaly Komar, a famous Moscow Conceptualist artist, visited KU.

K-16 Workshop, “Art, Music and Revolution” 
Saturday, February 28, 2009, Spencer Art Museum, Reception Room (room 307)

(For the poster, click here. For full program, click here.)
The workshop addressed the roles that music and visual art play in revolutionary movements throughout the world, particularly in Russia and Eastern Europe, East Asia, Africa and Latin America. The goal is to develop applications of this knowledge in the K-16 classroom.

Outcomes: 

Collaboration

Attendance

Wide range of teaching interests

Diversity of cultural topics during one event 
Web resources: presentation materials, lesson plans and video files

CD (revolution music) and DVD
Incorporation of thinking about change, protest, and revolution in the classroom
Global Sources

We also produce a collaborative international outreach newsletter twice per year.

Mailing: 268
E-mailing PDF copies: 200

Handouts: 200 and on the web worldwide

Memberships

I hold two memberships: Kansas Council for the Social Studies and Kansas Art Educators Association. I presented at their conferences and created a lesson plan for the KAEA Fall 2008 Conference.

This involvement helps to attract a vide range of educators to our events.

Website

The web page for KU Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies (CREES) features rotating images and movies

Webpage: Resources for Teachers

· Bookmarks

· Educational Movies

· Lesson Plans

· Links

Handouts

Global Sources

Bookmarks

Revolution Workshop poster and program

Revolution Forum poster

V. Komar poster

Revolution Film poster
